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1. Introduction

The Pamaka tribeP@ramakanerksis one of the smaller Maroon tribes in Suriname. In the
Colonial annals this tribe is hardly mentioned and no peaatythas ever been signed between
them and the Colonial Governmeifihe early history of the Pamaka is not very cléathis
paper | willtry to present a logical version tiieir early history-in the 19" Century from
archival sourcesoriginal documats andexistingliterature When using existing literature, |
tried as much as possibl® revisit their original sources. An important tool to make
connections with the past is provided by ¢fe@grapitc moves of the Pamaka

2. The geography of the Pamaka

Maroonsin Surinameredescendants of enslaved people from Africa that were forced to work
on plantations, butvho successfullyescaped slavery and formed nemoups {ribeg in
Sur i name 6 sTheheiare sigendralynrecognizetaroon tribegfigure 1) The two
largest tribes arehe Sanaka (or Saramakanerspf the Suriname River and district
Brokopondg and theDjuka (Aukaner®r Okansi) of the Marowijne, Tapanahongotticaand
Upper Commewijneiver areas Of the smaller tribethe MatawaiMatuariérsor Becoe and
Moesinganegroe} live mainly along the SaramalRiver, while the Kwinti livealong the
Coppenam®iver; theAluku (or Boni)tribelive on theLawaRiver, butmost live orthe French
side, where they moved to in the past.

The Pamad tribe lives on the Marowijne river, but during the Internal War (1B8®) nearly
half of the tribe moved to French Guyane for security reasons as their southern tribal area was
located near one of the active war zones.

A distinct feature of the Pamalribe is that they mostly live on islands in the Marowiginer.

Only in more recent times have people began to move to the mainland. As can be seen from
the Pamaka area mémure 2) only Atemsa and Sebedoe kondre are located on the mainland.
In fact Atemsa was also first established on an island, and known as the village Pinatjarimi,
The villagers originally came from Nason but due to some internal disputes some people moved
away and established their own village. It turned out, however, that thgevdn which they

had established the village was located in the French parti¢ineAccording to the granman

(the tribal chief) they would not be able to choose a village chief (captain) if they remained on
the French side, and so around 1950 theyed to the Suriname mainland opposite the island
(Ontwikkelingsplan Atemsa 2016). The villageSd#bedoekondre (also known as Krikimofo)

was established arod 1991 by people who came from the village of Atemsa
(Ontwikkelingsplan Sebedoekondre 201%)esikondre (lit. Chinese village) is also located

the mainlandn the tribal area, but is a trading place (with Chinese shops) and also meant as a
regional government hub; thus it is not a traditional tribal village. In recent times we have seen
more maitand developments, especially of people who have moved from Langatabiki (but
also from some other villages) to the mainland along the road from Moengo to Snesikondre.
People also move from the island of Loka Loka to the mainland across this island, mainly
because the island is getting overcrowded. The small villages of Akaati and Pikintabiki are
either uninhabited or have just a few inhabitants, with most people now living along the road
to Snesikondre.
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Figure 1. Map of tribal areas in Centradnd South Figure 2: Map of main Pamakaibal
East Surinamgsource: Hebriwereld area (source: Nikos 2016)
atlas 2008)

3. Plantation origin and linkage to clans

The historic andgeographic origin of the Pamaka can be traced back tdagilens in the

Cottica River,Upper CommewijneRiver and TempatieCreek (Figure 3) Mr. E. Wong,

District Commissioner of the Marowijrdistrict (Eastern Suriname) did andepth study of

the history and tribal composition of different Maroon tribes.wés commissioneth 1936

by the Governor of Suriname to undertakés studyin the archives in order to add to the
knowledge that was available from oral sources and existing litergtoeerationale for the

study is provided in the opening sentencehisf report:filn order to decide on the correct
governance attitude towards the Bushnegroes, an extensive and correct knowledge of their
tribal organization and gcial organization is indispensabled0 ( Wong 1938, p . 29

Wongds report fedwolasgyestribesad. thd Samakamandtthe Aukaner tribe.
Only 2 pageqp. 326 and 3279put of 68are dedicated to the Pamakagst probably because
he found very little in the colonial archivabout themIn thosetwo pages he mentioned that



the Pamakare divided in three clané (0).0\Wong did a more extensive resgain 189 as

District Commissioner in the Pamaka area itself and wrote another teertmentioned the
same thred o, e provides extra informatipnncluding the tribal mother.e. where the

original matriineage of do starts Thel o dccording to Wong were

1. The Asadti-Negroegabout 350 persondyom plantation Hasar@r Hazard) They live
in the villages: Asabia, BadBabbetje, Nason or American, Pakifabbetje and Bron
KassabaTlabbetjeIn the 189 version he does not mention the villages of Asabia and
Bron KassbaTabbetje, which probablyad beermbandonedl'he head of thi atthat
time was David Koffie from Badatabbetje. The tribal mother is Amba (or Aminba),
who fledaround 1830 from plantation Hazard. With her the ladies Asabi Asani and her
sister Dienki fled, as well as Abeni and her sister Saand later Jaba hese ladies
formed different b e edd be r e(fubclans, families) of the AsaitiThe current
populatian from Skintabikimentioned that thegtre descendants from Sanatihough
some of her children also settled in d&abbetje and Bonidoro (which is now
abandoned)

2. The AnthroshiNegroes(about 250 personsjrom plantation Handtrosr Entros (as
Wong wrote in 189). They live in Langal' abbetjeThe tribal mother Ninne (Ma Asa)
fled from the plantation around 1830. Apensa, who later became the first officially
recognized grand chiegfanmar) by the government, was the first child born in the
jungle (i.e. mt on the plantatiomut in freedom)When Wong visited Langatabbetje
Aboenawroko was thgranman, while Kamille was the captain of thandvillage.

3. The Molo-Negroes(about 150 personsjfrom plantation Molhoogdin 1939 Wong
changed this to plantatidviazon) live in LokaLoka. Around 1830 the tribal mother
Sa Doifi (Awake) and Adjoeba fled the plantatigkbena, a daughter of Sa Doifi,
became the second wife of granman Apearsamoved td.angatabbetjgWhen WWbong
visited Langatabbetje aboB0 Molo-Negroes lived there and they had an own Molo
captain in that village (Willem Apensa, also called Asijef@elo captain was captain
Asaidih of LokalLoka.

In the description by Wong it is interesting that he mentions that the tribal mothers all fled the
plantations around 1830, to which we will come batke AmericanJohn Lenoirspend two

years with the Pamaka as an anthropolpgmtecting information for his dissertation. He used

mainly oral traditions and storiegs sourcesln his description the Antsie group fled the
plantations as early as 1780s and later linked up with the two other gRmipsman (1996)

who did archival research on the origins of the Pamaka and read most published work and
documents, howevemuestions the reliability of Lerwid s t i me | i ne. Mo s t
documents point towards marronage by the Pamaka groups around 1830, which seems to fit
with archival and verifiable sources.

In his dissertatior_enoir mentioned the samthreel o assWongi.e. the Antoisie from
plantation Hantros, the Asaitie from plantation Hazard, and the Molo whose origin was unclear,
but possiblyfrom plantation Mdenhoop (Lena 1974 p.20) These were the three original
groups of Maroons who came together and formed the Pamaka tribe. After ertamaipa

1863 and in fact after the Pamaka had settled along the Marowijne River, three other groups

1 NationaalArchief Surinamé Gouverneur van Suriname4®1957: inv.nr. 99279930 Res. no. 591: 26
februari 1940, tweede bijlage: verslag van WoBgef: 5 jaruari 1940.



Afof emancipated Africans from the plantation
formed three othdr oic.s

4. The Bakabusi. Thelo mother was awoman from a bakabusi settlementnear
Paramaribpbut was brought to the Marowijne by a Djuka suitor (Aucahdifie
intended marriage was forbiddeny t he mandés family and she
village. On the way back to Paramaribo she stoppedrigdtabbetje where she married
an Antoisie man. Due to a dispute over land they moved to the center of the island and
established th village of Akatie (Lenoir 1974.28, 29).

5. WataWeliki. The WataWeliki moved from Nason and established the village Atems
and the village of Tabikede. From Atemsa some people later moved to
Sebedoekondre. Aboeka was one of leaders who helped thaVgakaflee from the
plantations3 Polimé (1995) mentioned that some of the \Ataliki also lived in
Skintabiki.

6. Wajiamgbo. The other two groups weleakafii (after freedom people i.e. after
emanci pation) but Acl ai The\Wajidmpilbdechtedmeawi t h P
Langatabbetje and th&ataWeliki near Nason. The older Pamdkap didsnot accept
the kinshipclamand wanted to dominate the newcome
the new groups forming their own separate settlements undév tieames of their
for mer pl ant at i,opn 239 Theséd dagsnnoti ntuch 1sSmdadf the
Wajiampibo and thus lboks as if they have been absorbed by the dthef s

The plantation map of around 1840 (figure 3) shows the location of thetasti&olhoop,
Hazardand WajampiboThe plantation Handtram Entroscould not be found in the almanacs

and maps of Surinagn and neither was there any reference to the plantation Mazon
According to Hoogbergen (2015) Antoosi was the local name for the plantation Arendsrust,
which is also shown in figure®3Hoogberge{ 2015) st ated that there
i.e. theAntoosi, Molo, Asaiti and Wataa Weliki, but he based this on Polimé (17995)is

article hefocused onhe Pamaka during the period of marronalgevéter) and by using

archival sourcese tried to connect them with the plantatiot¢e also used the woréf
Reineman (1996) whom he had givendrishivalmaterial on the Pamaka and who dug further

into the archives. Imer reconstructionthere indeed were many enslaved people from

2 Bakabusipeople were Maroons who fled the plantations, but stayed in the vicinity of the plantations. One
famousand largeBakabusigroupwere the Brooskampers, who lived between the Surnaus Creek and the
Commewijne River (Hoogbergen 2009).

3 Lenoir does not provide more information about the Wajiampibo and the Wigtki and neither do other

written sources. Wong does not even mentiosalgroups and probably was not aware of their existence. We
got some information during our field research and interviews with Pamaka village captains in 2016.

41n an interview with one of the older captains of Langatabiki | asked about the Wajampibe vbas not

aware of any recent activities, nmyuld he remembemg Wajampibo captain.

5 One can verify this in the database of all plantations that were ever operational. The website
www.surinameplantagesmcontains 1220 names of plantations and related grounds in Suriname, but none
with the name Hantros (Wong 1938) or Entros (Wong 1940) or Mazos (Wong 1940). The website clearly has
made use of several maps and almaaacscan be considered as very agtee The Almanac of 1841 listed all

the local namesggernamenof the plantations, but a scan of these names did not match with Hantros, Entros
or Mazoneither

5The website above mentioned 0Di Losi 0 iats dsocGAn tnoaorsei ¢
"Polimé was part of a consultancy group that wrote a regional development plan for the Pamahd tmes

had visited the Pamakhcould not find the full document, but got a part of it.



http://www.surinameplantages.com/

Arendsrust among thearly Pamaka group$ut also from other plantations. ©of the first
leaderg also in the oral traditiorwas Papa DoffinglsoDa Dofln or tata Doffln butaccording
H
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Figure 3: Some of thelpntatlons (with yellow marker) from which the enslaved people, who
later formed the Pamaka tribe, canfsource: Af&a International, 2004).

The napin figure 3is based upon the situation of plantations around 1840. Blue area|
sugar plantations, red areas are coffee plantations, brown are timber plantations,
white areas are abandoned plantations. The map also shows the Cordon Defer{se
white with Dutch flags at the points of tmditary posts) whictwas put in place by the en
of the 18 century to defend the plantations from attacks by Maroons. The map also
some Maroon leaders. Four plantations of origin are marked witbwele. from South tg
North: Wayampibo (Tempatie Creek), Hazard (Upper Commewijne River), Areng
(Upper Commewijne River), and Molhoop (Cottica River).

to the slave registers originally Dauphijn from plantation Hooylalmdjlifferent stories it is

said thathe traveled with Afo AbenéMa Asa)andtenyearold Kwaku Apensa, who is often
mentioned as the first child born in foeen. Archival researckeems tdrace theAntoisielo

back tothe MaroonMaandag (from plantation Meulwijk), who was head of a village in the
vicinity of the Penninica Creek. Maandag was a carpenter and born in Africa, but he fled the



plantation when theyook his wife from hinf He probably took Doffin and his family in,
although in the oral traditioit also says thaba Anansi and Da Bigiman (both were former
enslaved persons from Arendsrusipk them in In any case by 1829 Da Doffin had his own
village four hours from the military post Oranjebo (the most southéitary post with eDutch

flag on map in figure 3J.In 1830 a captured Maroon said that there were nine men and four
women in Doffinbés village, whos e Howylane,s he
Destombesburg, Arendsrust, Penoribo, Beekvliet and Concordia. Among the names of the
women we do not find any of the clan moth¥rs.

Figure 4. Map of the Upper Commewijne
and Tempatie Creek area
(source: E.J.E. Wekker, 1986)
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During that period there were several patrols from the plantations and the government to find
and eradicate the Maroon villages in the neighborhood of the plant&ieingman and
Hoogbergen detailseveral such patrols in the period 18887.In September 1830 Maandag
visited the village oDoffin aroundthe sametime thata patrol raided the village and

wounded Maandag, who could escapat two other Maroons were killed and three were

taken prisonerThis meant that the rest had to establish arotlilage somewhere elsi.

July 1831 howeverMaandag was capturechen he visited a plantati@ndwaslater

8 Reineman (1996) provides this information aadled this group the Penninica Maroolms1829 Maandag
was already livingmany year8in the jungle.

9We do not know how long this village existed, but probably not more than five ysugroup at the time
consisted of 15 persoribhe village of Maandag was in the same area.

0 Thefour women in the village were: Julia (Plantation Arendsrust), Europa (Arendsrust)PBlbyior
Paulowna (Arendsrust) and Calista or Clarista (ConcorBi)y and Calista were captured in 1830. Europa
was captured ii837 when she was 32 years.



executed! Doffin took the leadership place of MaandagNovember 1831 a military patrol
destroyedoffindé eld village, but he had moved December 1831 the military destroyed

his new and largerillage, killed one person and captured anotiahe learn that the

Maroons had no guns, only two persons had a spear, one had a bow and arrow, and all the
others had macheterantke was a weknown Maroon hunter in those days, who led many
patrols. Because of the patr@sffin gradually moved his villages further away from the
plantations. At the same tinioffin also visited friends at some plantations in secret and thus
kept up with the newsn October 1835 during another military raid two villages of Doffin
were discovered and destroyed, along with all fand crops. Julie of Destombesburg was
captured during the raid and told that Doffin was the leader of both villages, who together
countedabout 30 peopl& He also disclosed that there were many slaves from Arendsrust
living in the jungle, who did not live in the villages, but were friends with tHerh837

during another raid at villages of Doffin three Maroons were captured. At thaDoffia

was leader over three villages of about 50 persons (30 males and 20 Yéfwsfkes 1837

not much can be traced in the archives, wismhld indicateghatDoffin and his group of
Maroons probably had moved towards the Tempgek or even crossebe Nassau

Mountains In fact one of the captured Maroons had said in 1837 that Doffin had crossed to
the Marowijne River.

Theoral tradition dates thasaiti-lo back tothe time when Da Aansi and his wife Afo Amba

fled fromthe plantation Hazararoundl83Q They left together with Da Abita and Da Bigiman.
From the beginning they seem to have established villages Wpiher Tempatie Creekrea

There is, however, also a story about the Maroon Kwami from the plantation Concordia, who
linked up with theMaroons Mey and Castor, who had established a village Mapana, where
several former slaves from plantation Hazard lived. Kwami later escaped, because the other
Maroons wanted to kill him; he fled back to the plantation area, but was captured and had to
be a guide for a patrol under Maroon hunter Jantke, but Kwami escaped by jumping in the
water. Later another patrol captured a number of Maroons from Mapane, whpaadfiag

in the Tempatie River. So there was a linkage between these groups. The stdhagbes
Anansi and Da Bigiman had met D&ffin early on and at some point had lived in the same
village, but later split up> Thus theAntdsie-lo and theAsaiti-lo had met early on and later
linked up again.

Not much is known about the early historytbé Mollo-lo. They probably made their way
towards the South and probably linked up with the other groups when they were all in the

11 Such details can be found in the reports from the patrols and interrogations that fatmwetich Reineman

has consultedProfiet(see next notejtated that Doffin took the leadership after Maandag was captured.

2 From tre interrogation of the captured Maroon, Profiet, we learn that there3&adults in the village (of

whom 14 from Arendsrust, 5 from Destombesburg, 4 from Siparibo, 3 from Concordia, 1 from Kortenduur en 1
from Hooyland), and probably also several cléldiAgain we do not recognize any of the names of the Pamaka
clan mothersProfiet was 30 years and former basja of plantation Destombesburg; he fled the plantation 7
months before he was captured. He stayed in the shrubs behind a plantation when bé&eablsyspoffin, who
persuaded him to join him (Reineman 1996).

13 Among the names that hand another captured Marogrovided we now see some persons that later appear
in Pamaka history, notably Frans Kwaku (a later leader) and Nero (who seized éneHgmldy force).

4 Most Maroons on the list that several captured Maroons provided were from Arendsrust and Destombesburg.
15 Morssink calculate@based on the age of a child that was mentioned in the story and who was baptized in
1897 and was than 50 ysaold)that this meetingwhen Apensa was about ten years ohist have happened
around 1848. This was a version he got from captain American froAsHit-lo. We know, however, that

Apensa was born in 1823 and thus would have been 25 years old é¢tiegrhappened in 1848. By that time
Apensa said that they had moved to the Paramaka Creek.



Upper Tempatie Creek. Reineman (1996) communicates that the archival resources about the
Penninica MaroonsAfntasie-lo and probably alscAsaitilo) run dry around 1844. So most
probably these Maroons had moved further down south and were not seen as a menace for the
plantations anymore. Reineman found some other Maroon groups, who may have linked up
with the Pamakal here was group of the Maroon October, who had a settlement @adkteca

River, but later moved towards the Sauiin 1835 this village was attacked by a patrol and
several membersf this group were listed iDoffind s v i | | a o éhe late 18408 t®o/
groups formed in th&pper Commewijne River anbBempatie River aredn the late 1840a

lone Okanisi (Aucaner) man by the name of Kwamina (better known as Waidudu) had a wife
Constantia from the plantation Waicoribo. There were many slaves from the ptargat
Wayampibo and Waicoribo in his camyot far from Waidudu another man Pikien Kwaku,
probably from Waicoribo, bld another camp. In 1849 and 1850 military patrols were send

out to catch the runaway slaves from both plantations and some were cafstared! that

time Waidudu and others killed a free guide and his daughter and this caused major problems.
Waidudu was killed by a patrol, some persons were captured, while Pikien Kwaku and others
fled to the Tempatie area, more South, and probably lingedith the Pamaka around 1850.

4. Maps and almanacs

Most of the marronage that led to the formation of the Pamaka took place around 1830, so we
will trace the main plantations that have been associated with the diffecaih $o this point.

In differentmaps and almanacs of Suriname we can find information about the plantations
mentioned above

The map olavaux® of 1737shows the plantatioArentrust with an acreage of 1218 (about

500 hectares), wth at that point belonged to Frade LogesBijlsma (1921/22) made an

inventory of plantations between 1713 and 1742 from the notary archives. He listed Arentrust
and found documentation from 1725The almanac of 1793 by Charles Brouwn was the first

one with a I|list of pl asugaaplantationownedbpa Rutchdfund st 6
of R. Braamcampin the almanac of 1796 he name was s pThdreperdf 6 Ahr e
themilitia commanderlfurgerkapitein) in the region listed theumber of slaves 1790 a<5.

The map of Moseberg (1801%1s the plantation with its acreage. In 1818 the plantation still
produced sugar, but a new owner is listed i.e. the fund under direction of J.J. Poncelet and Son.
The almanac of 182%ovides the same information abéuA r e n d s r uGetritsenlvast now
the director of the plantatipmnd one of the administratpmge will see that he was the main

reason why many slaves left the plantatiBy.1827 the plantation area had been expanded

from 1218 acres to 2218 acres and thus more slaves were needathanac of 1838 lists P.

van Leeuwen jr. as new director; it also informs us that there were 214 slaves.

The plantation Hazard did not yet exist when Lavaux made his map in 1737, but it is shown
in the version of 1752\t that point itwasspelled Hasard armalvned by the heirs of F.N.
Tuimelaar and measured 500 acres (200 hectdres)almanac of 1793 list it as a coffee
plantation, whileownership changed to a Dutch fund of S. van Nooten Jansthen

al manac of 1796 st at es ionhfdb00 dctdsa(@08 heckades)was a s
while the plantation 6Bergen opInZ79Gheré ( 500 a

16 Alexander de Lavaux made a crude map of Suriname, while he was in the army. The map (published in 1737)
is the first one with all plantations (436 at the timayl has important information about the location of these
plantations, their acreage and owners. In 1752 his publisher, Hendrick de Leth, extended the map with some
new information. The original map can be viewed and reattad://www.rijksmuseum.nl/nl/collectie/N&78

17 Bijlsma did not describe each plantation, but just mentioned if there was a file in the notary archives.



https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/nl/collectie/NG-478

were 76 slavesMoseberg (1801) lists the plantation with its acreage. In 1818 Hazard was
still a sugar producing plantation, but owstg@p had changed to the fund under direction of
C. Frymersum and Soiihe Almanac of 1830 still provide the same ownership and a size of
2000 acres. The Almanac of 1838 mentioned the dutch fund of Widow J.S. van de Poll as
new owners, while the size wa8QD acres; 103 slaves worked at this sugar plantation.

The plantatiorMollenhoop wasnappedy Lavaux in1737and owned by J. MollThe

acreage was given as 351 (140 hectares). The plantation next to it was also owned by the
same person, while hehadareth pl ant ati on quite nearby.
was owned by the heirsof . MoL.he al manac of 1793 | isted
cotton producing plantation, which was owned by five different people, including L.
BrederodeThe almanacfol796 mentions that the size of the plantation was 696 acres (278
hectares), which means that it had probably merged with a neighboring pla(Zetion
Gekroonde PauwMoseberg (1801) lists the plantation with its expanded acreage. In 1818
the plantatiorproduced coffee, but ownership changed to the fund under supervision of van
den Broeke & J.J. Poncelet and Smn1825 E.G. Veldwijk is listed as the ownbr.1830

the plantations De Oude Bijenkorf (370 acres) and De Gekroonde Pauw (450 acres) were
joined with Molhoop (492 acres), so that in total fimeafter this fusion was 1312 acrd$e
product listed was still coffee, but the almanac of 1838 stated sugar as a new product and
listed 305 slaves. Ownership remained the same, but the change in pratisize was a

major change for the slave population and could have triggered marronage.

The map of Lavaxi(1737) lists plantation Wyampoba owned by G. de Vree. In the map of
1752 the name is spelled Wayampibo, while ownership was transferred to shef ireWV.

Bransse. No acreage was listed in either year. Bijlsma (1921/22) found notary information of
1727.Theamanac of 1793 |lists O6Wajampi bed as a

Brantzen and van Engelen. The almanac of 1796 gaize @200 acres (800 hectares).

There were 62 slaves in 1790. Moseberg (1801) lists the plantation, but without acreage. In
1818 ownership of Wayampibo had changed to G. Titsingh and Son. According to the
almanac of 1825 ownership of the plantation had once nhameged hands to J. de Vries,

who was also the director and administraBy.1830 the owner probably had died, because
his heirs are listed as owners, with J.F. Betten as director. In 1838 there were 128 slaves
listed on this sugar plantation.

5. Reasons formarronage

Most marronage in Suriname took place at the height of the plantation periodidthe"

Century, which was also the height of economic exploitation (Schalkwijk 2011). After the slave

trade was abolished in 1807, treatment of slaves im&ue in general seemed to improve. In

s u

1817 slave regulations were extended and in 1828 slaves were finally recognized by law as

persons and not any longerraeregoods. Nevertheless there still were many individual cases
of maltreatmenand injustice We saw that Maandag fled plantation Meulwijk, because they
took his wife from him. Many Maroons, when captured, complained that they had been
wrongly beaten or maltreated and therefore left the plantafidrers left because the work
was too hard. Sometimédaroons, who had fled earlier still had a wife and children at a
plantation and later went to get thefeenstra (184(. 154, 155) describes a situation in 1829

when Negroes from plantation Siparipabo refused to be taken to the neighboring plantation
Arendsrust, because the director of Arendsrust, B.A. Gerritsen, was seen as a harsh master.

Fourteen of the slaves from Siparibo even went to the capital city to complain about their

transfer and about this director. They described him as someone who taaartwlulttreating
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his slaves. He had even killed a runaway slave, had cut the genitals and had thrown them in the
river. The 14 slaves were seeking justice, but received injustice by the colonial authorities, who
punished their audaciousness; they veeneerely flogged, branded and chained for two years.
Such was still the inequality in those dagesineman (1996) found in the archives that a special
military patrol was send out in September 1831 because many slaves from plantation
Arendsrust had fled, wvch probably was eollectiveprotest against the harsh treatment by the
director. Most Maroon villagednitially had more males than females, so sometimes the
Maroons went to get women, who did not always volunteer to go along.

All four plantations wer sugaestatesSugar plantations on average had a tougher regime for

the slaves than other plantations. At mechanized sugar estates the slaves also had to work at
night, and often in shifts of 36 hours without sleep (Teenstra 1840, S2§r plantatios

were also larger in size than other plantations and thus socedifsolidarityat the plantation

wereof a different level than amaller estates.

In the 18" century marronage was sometimes on a large scale when the enslaved people from
whole phntations rebelled and fled. After the formation of the main Maroon tribes in Suriname
(notably the Aucaner and Saramaka with whom peace treaties were concluded ,itatg&0)

scale marronage did not happen #mel marronage pattern changed to a moreviddal or

small group scaleMany slaves who fled the plantation often stayed in the vicinity of the

pl antation and got their foodsstiulybrpgdeples@ t he
who were in hidingOften thesaschuyldersvere picked ufpy Maroons who were also circling

the plantations, where thesjill had connectionsr where they tried to lure slaves to choose
freedom Once aschuyldeljoined a group who had formed and established a village, especially
when the village was at a goodstnce from the plantation area, he/she became a Maroon.
Maroons were far less dependent on the plantationsittauyldersand gradually formed tight

social groups, which later became kinship groupgially the pantation from which the
Marooncamewasa point of identificationpecause they already knew each other and had
experienced mutual solidarity and trust at that plantatdten the core of a Maroon group

was formed by people from the same plantationthe plantation from which the clan mothe
came and we see that the name of many clans are also derived from this core plaitation.

see the pattern outlined above also with the Pamaka groups.

6. Reconstruction of he trek of the Pamaka

The Maroons from théour coreplantationsfirst formed vllages in the upper Commewijne

River area dround 1820 td.830) and later moved towarldet Tempatie Creek ar¢around

1830 t01840), where they livetor several years=rom that area they made a trek over the
NassauMountainsandsettledin the Paramak&reek(possibly around 1840 heyprobably

stayed in the Paramaka Creek for several decades and in fact their name is associated with this
creek. Residence at the Paramaka Creek was temporary, because after emancipation, they
moved to several islands ing Marowijne Rivefaround 187Q)This was not their final move,
however since later about half of the tribe moved to French Guyane, which was mainly caused
by the Internal War (1986992), although some had moved even earlier. About a quarter of
the trike nowadays reside in the urban areas in and around Paramaribo, which has to do with
better access to the capital, more employment and educational opportunities. Thus only one
guarter of the tribe resides in the tribal area.

The sketch given aboseemshe most probablseequence and timelinlevertheless there are
some conflictingaccounts that we need to addré&®ng (1938) statethat the Pamaka were
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formed in the midl8" century, around the same time as the Aukarassoir (1974 used

Wong as one offiis sourceshut also Benjamins (19)6who suggestedhat the Pamaka had

split off from one of the larger Maroon tribes in 1888enoirwrotet hat @#é t he Par a
avoided military confrontations with either Djuka or plantation forces. Perhaps thairex

why the Paramacca Maroons have been largely overlooked by historians and anthropologist,
and why there is so little agreement as to t
this paper we saw that even if the Maroons did not seekardations, the military patrols still

would not leave them alopand thus they would somehow be registered in the colonial
documents. The group could not have escaped discovery for nearly hundred years and thus it

is very unlikely that th&amakdormedbefore the 1800s.

Morton Kahn visited the Djuka (Aukaner) tribe along the Marowijne River three times in the
period 1927 and 1936ie also met some Pamaka people during his travel on thisDieng
one such visit he alsonet with captain Koffapfthe Pamaka, Aéwho cl ai ms t
year s oThiasgecapt ai sthegrandsah ofthé ariginalnvemen slaves who
escaped and ai de dHemetKdffayinthd Pamaka \illége of EeetontPenta.
on the French Side of the Mavine River (Kahn 1931, p.109This captain has to be David
Koffie, who died in october 193%We know this from Wong (1940), who wrote about the
appointment of new of captains for tRamaka. He wrote the Governor that this was difficult
for theAsaiti-lo. David Koffie was still the main captain for thes but for many years he was
not living in the village of Badatabbetje, but in a village opposite Herminadorp d¢freéheh
side!® Koffie told Kahn that hehad knownhis grandmother, who hadscaped froma
plantation. This means thédtKoffie was about 80 yearg
old in 1930hewas born around 1850. If his grandmothé
was around 4§ears old when he was born, she was bao
around 1810If she fled the plantation when she was a
young woman o5 to 20 yearghat means that she fled
around 182%01830, which corroborates tiperiodization
given beforeBut if his grandmother was 50 when he waé
born and was about 10 years when she fled the plantag
then the date of marronage is about 20 years earlienpb
more thanthat? It is a pity thatDavid Koffie did not « 4
provide the name of hgrandmothefor that Kahn did not| Figure5: David Koffie in 1830
write it down). The name is also not listed in the family { Note: Kahn(1931)does not mention
which Wong drew of thésaitflo ( s e e anne x | Whoisinthe photo, butthis the

. . . . only one with Pamaka people in it
family tree, themother of David Koffie was Abeni, Who | 4q it is very likely that this
hadfled the plantatiotHazardtogether with her sister captainKoffie.

8 H.D. BenjaminsPolitieke contracten met de Boschnegers in Surindij@ragen tot de TaalLand en

Volkenkunde van Nederlandsthdié 2016, blz. 37411 Benjaming(whose article Lenoir describes as an

6aut hor i t aidnotievestigats thedPanyaka)atialhis article. He jusivrote a very short paragraph

about them andnadethe suggestion that since thed&l not exist gpeace treaty with the Pamaikal838 (while

this existed with the Samaka, Djuka and Matavtby probablyhadsplit off fromone of thoséribes after

1838.So Benjamins assessment wasawghoritative at all, but mere speculation.

®Wong writes that Koffiebs si st emostpabablyfoitha Grenehrside her c¢h
The colonial government wanted captains to live in their villd¢gffie himself had appointed hissst er 6 s s on
Alexander (also known as Eglisi) as his successbg, still livedin the tribal areaWong did not support this

choice, because théllage of Baddatabbetje was hardly populated and did not need a cdia.did not

need a captaimWongds o pi ni o nlgwadgeite amaly g0 neitleedid the otheo riead do-captain

(lebi djakt), just a village captain would do.

20Women at that time got children when they were still quite young and thus the first scenario seems more

likely.
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Sannawith the clan mother Amba and aladth Asabi Asani and her Sister Dienki. It is not
clear if theyall fled the plantation at the same time as Amba, mEAmba is the clan mother,
so they could have fled at a later date, or if they fled together than pmobably was older
than they were. Kof fi eds gr probdblydid roteflee thei f
plantation at the same time as her daeghitherwise her name would surely appear as a clan
mother She could have fled later and joined the grdup, it is also possible th&offie

f

r

referred to his graomdmodhamnm Gnomedatmetr dsr s

family system) In the family trees that were drawn for the Asaiti, we see that Koffie is from a
differentbee(family) as Amba, thdeethat went to Badatabbetje.

In different accounts it is mentioned théwaku Apensa (the granman), who died in 1923 at
the age of 10years was the first child born in the jungie the Tempaé Creek ared* This
actually means that when hasborn in 1823his mother(Ma Asaalso known adinne, the
clan mother of thé&ntoostlo) had already fled the plantatianea and moved to theempatie
Creek areawhich puts the time of early marronage a$ttian of te Pamaka arountB10 to

182022 He was an adolescent when he moved from the Tempatie Creek to the Paramaka Creek,

which suggests thaif he was around 15 years old at that tiamd born in 1823the group
moved around 18 to the Paramaka Creek.

Koffiedbs recollection of his grandmotherds

the early Pamaka and thus worth telling.

AHe can remember hi s emhlegpnvationsdfthesecarlyt el | i ng

days when they first escaped into the jungle, how starvation nearly overtook
them on a number of occasions, how they wandered for-gevtgn days
aimlessly in the high bush, and then happened upon the putrid remaingf a ta
which had beekilled by a jaguar and which food, after they chased the vultures

away, was what saved them from starvat:i

There is also a gap in the exact history about the time that the Pamaka clans crossed from the

Tempaie Creek area over the Nassau Mountains to the Paramaka Creek.tebsais that

S

on

the Pamaka fled from the Tempatie Creek area

they fled from the Djuka Maroons, who found the Paramacca settlement ansl pitesamed,

were preparing to turn the wunauthorized Mar
p.24)2According to Lenoirds version fAeéedNdT& peri c
was marked by a gradual movement of camps downstream towavicatheo wi j neln Ri ver é

the Paramaka Creek they first build villages upstream on higher ground, but later they moved

towards the mouth of the Credkthe clan leaders and mothers of the Pamaka, however, fled
the plantations around 1830, they could not haessed the Nassau Mountains in 1810, but
probably did so in the 1840s even1850s But if they fled earlier, around 1810 to 1820, which
seems to have been the case forAhtisie-lo, than they reached the Paramaka Creek in the

2! Moravian missionary Freytag wrote in 1926 that Apensa was born in the Tempatie Creek and that he was an
adolescent when they moved from there to the Paramaka @ftdskau bijna honderd jaar geleden, dat hij aan

de Tempati geboren werd als zoon van g@eviuchten slaaf. Hij was een opgroeiende jongen, toen zijn stam

naar Paramakka toag (in Reineman, 1996). This informatiémeytagmust have gotten frompgensa himself.

22\We assume that Ma Asa fled aeanagenr youngwoman and soon after got hesfichild in the jungleif

het bo$. If she fled as a girl and only got her first child after 10 years than the period of marronage shifts to
around 1810 but not much earliéralso indicates that the Pamaka did not linger long in the plantation area on
the Upper Commewijne River, but probably moved earlier to the Tempatie Creek.

23The Djuka Maroons were free people, based on the Peace Treaty of 1760 with them, renewed in 1809. The

Pamaka Maroons were stild!/ 6unaddntthera.r i zedo6 i . e. there

W
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1830s. Actually the sty of granman Apensa puts the dabat they crossed the Nassau
Mountainsaround 1835.

An interesting source to get a sense of dates is provided by goversumesnyor WL. Loth,

who led an expedition from August to October 1878dce a path from th€empate Creek

to the Suriname River. He went by steamboat from Paramaribo to plantation Hazard in the
upper Commewijne River. From there they went to the Tempatie Creek but stopped at a
Maroon village of Matappi of chief Mijnzak. When they reached the pdim Creek they
stopped at another Maroon village of Lakad later an abandoned military post Maagdenburg.
They continued until the Atie Credkee figure 4and travelling by canoe about a day further

they came to an abandoned Maroon village Fottot{s.8 Only two persons still lived there,

one of them was a O6Paramaka Negrobo. Lot h wan
permission from chief Mijnzak first, which they got. At that time the Governor (van Sypesteyn)
was i nter est #odhand visited bim id the Tempate €Crieek. He stayed two days
there and many Maroons gathered there and danced in the evening. The Maroons had been
reluctant to assist Loth to visit the Upper Tempatie Creek area, because they thought that he
wanted to disover the path the Pamaka Maroons had taken. Remember that it was 1878, only
five years after the period of State Supervision at the plantations had ended and not even 20
years after the last military patrols were hunting for runaway sfavidse Maroonsdter told

Loth that they were assured by the Governor about his intentions and opened up about the
Pamaka.

Al't is through this Creek that in o6l ateré

the Marowijne River, where they settled at the foot of the Nagsauntains.

Those Maroons who fled 6l aterd .have becon
They made clear that they first lived in the Paramaka Creek, beford theyow t wo year s
transferred their homes t oThée Maeoorbshowddsthtieef t he
path that the Pamaka had taken.

AHere and there pieces of trees that wer

continue their flight were still visible. The Paramaka man who accompanied us

knew of nearly every tree that was cut who made that &peatioe and what

hardship and misery the runaways had to b
From this account we get several insights. First there were several Maroon villages, but only
one Pamaka Maroon; the other Maroons, howeve
PamakaSecond there was a military outpost in the Tempatie Creek, which was not there in
the 1840s, thus indicating that the military had expanded their operational territory to capture
escaped sl aves, and most probabl ga Thidddhed 6 he
Pamaka man knew all the trees and canoe makers by name, which indicates that the move of
the Pamaka from the Tempatie Creek area to the Paramaka Creek had happened not too long
ago. This corroborates that the Pamaka had left the Tempatie &esenot around 1810 but
probably much later, because the Pamaka man otldaiwisenot have remembered who had
made the canoes, while the remnants of the trees would not have been visible anymore. Fourth
by this account the Pamaka moved from the Pakar@aeek to the Marowijne River in 1876.
Fifth the story talks about Maroons who had
not belong to the first groups of Marodssich as the Djukaput to more recent groups.

24This village was about three hours south of the Sokoti Creek (Loth 18#t)does not tell us to which tribe

the Maroons who lived in the villages belonged, but they were not Pamaka, because there was only one Pamaka
man among thenThe Atie Geek is on the map in figure 4.

25 Emancipation of slaves took place on 1 July 1863, but there was a period of 10 years of State Supervision
(Staatstoezichtto prevent the slaves &bandorthe plantations in large numbers.
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Figure 6: Map ofCateau varRooseveltpublished in879

Interestingly Cateau van Roosevelt published a map of Suriname in 1879 (figure 6), but his
field work for the map was done earlf€in his report Loth wrote that he had consulted Cateau
van Roosevelt, who had given him pairhis (then unpublished) map. We see many interesting
features on the map. The village Foto is on this map and probably had not been ethandon
when Cateau van Rooseveisited that area. It is described on the map as an Aucaner yillage
but most probalyl was established by the Pamaka and could have been tharficstie-lo

village in that area. There are no drawings of Maroon villages along the Marowijne River, only

26 The curriculum of Johan FranigoAdriaan Cateau van Roosevelt can be found in Benjamins & Snelleman
(1916). The last map of Suriname, before his map, was from 1801, but because of the gold industry a new map
was needed. He did his field work from 1861 to 1879.



